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Diary dates 
Please refer to the NBKA website for latest updates 

Nottingham region meetings remain cancelled until further notice, Newark region have 
started holding meetings by Zoom. 

Members should keep an eye on the excellent NBKA website which is regularly updated. 

www.nottsbees.org.uk 

The website contains back issues of Beemaster from January 2019 onward. 

Please note that at its recent meeting (held by Zoom), the NBKA Council decided to cancel 
this year’s Annual and Autumn Honey Shows in light of ongoing coronavirus restrictions. 
The Honey Shows will return in 2021. 

The Council is conscious that there are three sessions outstanding for the Beginners’ 
Course in Nottingham and two in Newark, and hopes to resume these once government 
and National Bee Unit advice allows. 
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From the Editor 
Stuart Humphreys welcomes you to this month’s newsletter 

As the weather veers from gloriously hot to distinctly chilly, welcome to July’s Beemaster! 

No new updates to report on COVID-19 but, unfortunately, our bees have their own 
disease to contend with, namely European Foul Brood which has been identified in our 
County – please see the next page.  

As ever, my thanks go to members who have kindly taken time to contribute to this 
month’s newsletter… 

Griff Dixon finds that June was just as busy as May, if not more so. With an apiary that has 
just about doubled in size, he is looking to clear a tonne of honey (literally). Also, he 
reports on the first-ever NBKA Council meeting by Zoom. (It actually went very well.) 

Penny Forsyth anticipates the main honey harvest and, like Griff, is wary of wasps – she 
suggests we get our wasp traps ready. (I’m not sure Chris Packham would approve, but we 
tend to do what is necessary to help our bees protect themselves.) Penny also keeps us  
up-to-date on the Asian Hornet Team; thankfully, just the one (unconfirmed) sighting on 
the mainland so far this year. 

In the first of a new series, ‘Meet the Council’, Alec Thomson, our Association’s President, 
describes his journey from Led Zeppelin aficionado to beekeeping obsessive. (I hope I’m 
not the only one to spot the Peter Gabriel/Genesis lyric he has sneaked into his article!) 

Mick Flower mulls over the conventional versus natural approaches to beekeeping and 
would welcome the debate this inevitably prompts (via Facebook). 

Alan Moulton paints a charming picture of a swarm arriving in an empty hive at the 
bottom of his garden. They promptly clear out all the wax moth grubs! 

‘In the news’ highlights the ground-breaking research into queen ‘piping’ by a team at our 
very own Nottingham Trent University. 

And Linda Jordan reminds us that, now that summer’s here, it’s strawberry time with her 
recipe for Strawberries with Port. (After last month’s scoop with the recipe for Maurice’s 
Mead, it’s nice to keep the alcohol theme going.) 

Rather unusually, I’ll also mention the advertisements. Tony Maggs has updated his  
long-standing advert for The Honey Pot, and Thornes have kindly agreed to start placing 
an advert each month. Please support all our advertisers, large or small. 

I hope you enjoy the read. And stay safe and alert.  
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European Foul Brood found in Nottinghamshire 
Please ensure your contact details are up-to-date on BeeBase 

As you will have seen from Janet Bates’ emails of 23 and 29 June, Dhonn Atkinson has 
advised that European Foul Brood (EFB) has been found in the vicinity of Screveton. 
Unfortunately, many beekeepers do not have up-to-date contact details on Defra’s 
BeeBase website. Without email addresses the Animal Plant and Health Agency (APHA) is 
unable to contact beekeepers in ‘at risk’ areas, and without telephone numbers it is unable 
to make inspection appointments quickly and efficiently. 

Therefore, please check your details on BeeBase. If you have not registered your apiary on 
BeeBase, please do so immediately. 

Thank you to those who, following Janet’s initial email, have contacted Seasonal Bee 
Inspectors Tim Roper (who identified the EFB) and Phil Khorassandjian at APHA, and to the 
many more who have logged in to their BeeBase account and updated their details 
themselves.  

If anyone has difficulty logging in to BeeBase they can write to Tim or Phil at the following 
email addresses: 

timothy.roper@apha.gsi.gov.uk 

phil.khorassandjian@apha.gov.uk 

We will include an article on EFB in next month’s Beemaster; in the meantime, Phil has 
provided the following links which may be of interest to members. 

Register on BeeBase: http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/ 

Foulbrood Disease of Honey 
Bees http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/downloadDocument.cfm?id=7 

Control of European 
Foulbrood  http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/downloadDocument.cfm?id=1065 

Hive Cleaning and 
Sterilisation http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/downloadDocument.cfm?id=1069 

Apiary and hive 
hygiene http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/downloadDocument.cfm?id=434 

Shook Swarming http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/downloadDocument.cfm?id=1075 

Care of Colonies After Shook 
Swarms http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/downloadDocument.cfm?id=1064 

Apps for your phone: 

“GPS OS”, “Hornet Watch” 

Locate your apiary: https://gridreferencefinder.com/ 
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Notes from Norwell 
By Griff Dixon, including his Honorary Secretary’s report 

Introduction 

Apologies as I am about to repeat myself… June 2020 has been Beekeeping, More 
Beekeeping and Even More Beekeeping, and I expect the same in July as the season starts 
to wind down and we prepare for the heather in August.  Some beekeepers may have 
organised themselves with a lime honey flow during June but, alas, we spent more time 
apiary building than moving hives to collect this. Maybe next year. 

It has also been Zoom Zoom Zoom virtual meetings with the Bee Farmers Association, the 
Newark region’s “pub” meeting and the NBKA Council meeting.  The BFA meeting was an 
introduction to the association with a number of prospective future members from a 
beekeeper with a few hives wanting to be a future Bee Farmer to someone who manages 
over a 1,000 hives for a company.  It only lasted 30 minutes but contained useful 
information for the ten or so attendees. I thought it was going to highlight the future BFA 
educational program but this was not mentioned.   

NBKA matters 

The NBKA Council meeting was well attended with 11 Council members zooming in.  I 
stepped in to chair the meeting and thoroughly enjoyed it.  Those who have contacted me 
since said how well it had gone. We got through the agenda in about 30 minutes less than 
usual, probably due to COVID-19 depriving the Association of various meetings.   

Decisions taken include no honey shows this year and the preparation of a new 
Constitution to be delivered at the next AGM.  The BBKA will be reviewing COVID-19 in 
September to perhaps enable the NBKA to get started again; this is also subject to 
government advice, of course. Everything appears to be starting to open up again in July 
with social distancing reduced so maybe we might start seeing some opening of doors 
again soon. 

In the apiary 

So far it’s 47 supers extracted as of end of May and over 1,000lbs of honey with June/July 
supers to come off and heather to come. Will I make the tonne!? Now looking to sell in 
bulk if I can find a buyer. 

My apiary has now expanded from 23 colonies to 43 with further final last nucs to develop 
over this week. Still some hive tweaking to do to make sure a couple of weaker ones are 
merged and the strength of the colonies are maintained for winter – you have to think that 
far ahead and prepare things well in advance. I am not known for my patient beekeeping 
but you need to allow for plenty of time for the bees to get where they need to be at 
certain periods of the season.  I have yet to find any book that is worth reading that makes 
you a beekeeper – hands on is the only way – the more colonies you have makes it easier 
to manipulate things around without fear of losing any bees.  



NBKA Beemaster, July 2020 8 

 
Queen rearing was a dead duck this season – efforts at using the Cloake board turned into 
a good learning curve: understanding the practical applications of the method and going 
through the motions (twice) of eggs in a rack and building up the expectations of new 
home reared queens.  

The first attempt got two queen cells which did not finish, and the second attempt had 
over 10 possible until an inspection on cell closure found they had all been ripped down so 
there were none. A rogue queen cell in the top box three frames in somehow triggered 
workers to abandon the cell building. I have yet to find the alleged virgin queen… 

It’s too late to have another go so I may split the double brood into two colonies – I have 
yet to decide finally what to do with it.   

As a consequence of not raising my own queens I have purchased both BS Honey Bees and 
Denrosa Apiaries-mated Jolanta Buckfast Queens. All are accredited and pedigree traced.   
I now get business discounts from both suppliers. So I have quite a few blue marked 
Buckfast queens heading my newly expanded colonies.  

 
Better luck next year with the Cloake board! 

The van is going well after its major repairs and is starting to get logo’d. From the back  
it is starting to look like Maurice Jordan’s van as I have used the same Thornes van signs.  
All I need now is a BEE registration and some Norwell Apiary Honeybees signage… 

Beware: wasps are about now so keep an eye out for sneaky robbing and from your own 
bees too.  Weak colonies might be overwhelmed so check entrance size to give the bees 
something to defend. 
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View from the Vale (of Belvoir) 
How bees are faring in the south-eastern corner of Notts by Stuart Humphreys 

Like April and May before it, June ended with a bit of a whimper. A week ago we were 
inspecting our bees in sunny, sweltering 29-30 degrees C; now there are high winds, rain is 
in the air and the temperature is around half that. One or two bees are venturing out to 
collect water, but otherwise our apiary is unseasonally quiet, for a day or two at least.  

We had been thinking that we hadn’t experienced much of a ‘June gap’, so this dismal 
weather makes us pleased that all the colonies have at least one full super should they 
need it. (Given the difficulty in selling honey this year, we have been more inclined than 
usual to leave it on the hives.) 

Anyway, just before the weather broke we managed to ‘blot our copybook’ with our first 
swarm of the year. (In the interests of full disclosure, one of our other colonies twice 
attempted to swarm but on both occasions returned to the hive. Subsequent inspection 
revealed the queen to have resumed laying, so perhaps she just changed her mind?) 

Not having any room left in our garden apiary to perform any more Demaree-type splits, 
we had left one viable queen cell in the colony knowing it was likely they would swarm.  
I guess we were relying on the fact that we have only failed to recapture two swarms in 
nine years. We were probably also heeding Gerry Collins’ advice (see April’s Beemaster) 
against automatically knocking off all the queen cells. Anyway, last Friday a prime swarm 
duly emerged. The good news: they swarmed to a maple tree just a few yards away; the 
bad news: 15 feet up in the air with nowhere to safely perch a ladder.  

 
Thus, we resorted to trying to tempt them into a ‘skep on a stick’ (actually an extendable 
pole). This approach hasn’t always succeeded and, indeed, initial signs weren’t promising 
as the bees started to cover the outside of the skep rather than move inside. Then, we got 
lucky… The weight of the bees on the skep caused it to rotate 180 degrees, meaning the 
swarm cluster was now split in two: half on the skep, half on the original branch. 
Fortunately, the two halves decided to ‘meet up’ in the middle by entering the skep.  
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There was a brief flurry of excitement, shown in the photograph below, as we inspected 
the originating hive to ensure it wasn’t full of queen cells that could give rise cast swarms 
(it wasn’t). But they soon settled down again. 

 
Next step was the delicate task of lifting the skep off the tree and – without dropping it! – 
placing it on the ground. Fortunately, my lockdown-induced yoga sessions came in handy 
and I managed to keep my balance whilst manoeuvring the heavy skep. It’s always a 
rewarding sight when bees start to enter the skep and you know you’ve got the queen. 

 
With our apiary being full, our excellent local swarm collector, Paul Crabtree, kindly agreed 
to take this one off our hands. The easiest (and, we would like to think, the best) swarm 
he’ll collect all year, but we’re grateful! 

We are, rather disappointingly, still being harassed in the garden by one or two errant 
guard bees. When we inspect individual hives they are invariably very well-behaved, so it is 
possibly more to do with congested airspace in and around our apiary. Hence, we have 
resolved to over-winter five or six colonies as usual but to go down to two or three in the 
spring, hopefully taking the opportunity of the 2021 NBKA auction to find new homes for 
several of our lovely colonies.  
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This month in your apiary: July 
Penny Forsyth anticipates the main honey harvest but is wary of wasps… 

In July our colonies should be at maximum strength to take full advantage of the summer 
flowers. We beekeepers need to keep pace with them to ensure that they have enough 
room to store nectar and pollen and that the queens have room to lay.  

Up here in the north of the County we have a good show of bramble, clover and rosebay 
willowherb. Also, the lime has just come in to flower, though with a cool and windy spell 
forecast it remains to be seen how good a flow we can expect. We had a definite June gap 
up here but we have field beans locally, which kept my bees nicely busy.  

There is less urgency to remove and extract honey now as the oilseed rape is over, and we 
can afford to wait until the frames are sealed before removing them. Before adding 
another super it’s a good idea to check the ones already on and to maximise space by 
rearranging frames and even boxes, at the same time moving uncapped or partially capped 
frames to the middle of the super for the bees to complete: they work in a chimney fashion 
so will go straight up the centre of the hive, ignoring the outer frames unless they need 
them. This year my bees have been very quick to fill supers but quite slow to cap frames: 
curious, but according to Beecraft it seems I’m not the only one to find this. 

With the main honey harvest of the year in mind you may find you need to order extra 
equipment, foundation, jars or labels: remember to allow for a possible long lead time as 
the coronavirus crisis and countrywide lockdown have put our suppliers under extra 
pressure. 
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There have been very few reports of possible Asian hornet incursion into the UK but we 
must remain alert to the possibility of overwintered queens attempting to set up colonies. 
Any such queens will be confined to the nest now but workers will be seen hawking outside 
hives so remain vigilant, set up bait stations and keep checking trees in your vicinity for 
possible secondary nests. 

We also need to maintain our vigilance where colony health is concerned and to be alert to 
signs of robbing by stronger colonies and by wasps. Yes, it’s time to make some wasp 
traps… 

 

Jobs for July 

 
Continue to add supers ahead of the bees’ requirements when the lower box is 
full of bees not honey. 

 
Carry out detailed inspections on colonies that have not been split and take action 
if you find queen cells. 

 
Remove and extract sealed frames of honey and put the empties back in the 
evening for the bees to clean out. Always return them to the hives they came 
from and try not to leave bits of sticky comb lying about in the apiary. 

 Reduce entrances to avoid the risk of robbing by bees and wasps. 

 
Make wasp traps – see guidance online from BBKA, National Bee Unit,  
Dave Cushman, et al. 

 Continue to monitor the daily varroa drop and take action if the count is above 10. 

 Make sure you have equipment, jars and labels organised for your honey harvest. 

 Leave your bait hive out a bit longer, there may still be swarms about. 

 
Look out for Asian hornet workers hawking outside your hives; baits should be 
protein-based, e.g. cat food, tuna, prawns; observe bait stations and change bait 
often. 

 Check trees for large secondary Asian hornet nests. 

 Keep watching, learning, and asking questions. 
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NBKA Asian Hornet Team news 
Penny Forsyth reports on the current UK situation 

Despite some sensationalist (and frequently misleading) items in the press, I am happy to 
report that so far this year there has been just a single, unconfirmed sighting of Asian 
hornets on the UK mainland: on 3 June a small nest of hornets in an outbuilding in 
Monmouthshire was destroyed but Defra have not confirmed that it was an Asian hornet 
nest. A picture of the nest with a hornet emerging can be seen on the BBKA website. 
Beekeepers in the area are keeping an eye out for Asian hornets.  

The vast reduction in freight and tourist traffic from the Continent due to coronavirus 
restrictions has been beneficial in keeping Asian hornets out of the UK mainland, but in the 
Channel Isles 42 queens and 11 primary nests have been found this year. The numbers 
were significantly lower earlier in the season – 35 queens and 7 primary nests compared 
with 50 queens and 12 nests during the same period in 2019 – but any optimism was  
short-lived. Although Asian hornet monitoring activity has been greatly curtailed during 
lockdown, it has not had a noticeable effect on monitoring or control: members of the 
public are well-informed and have been extremely vigilant. The Jersey Asian Hornet 
Group’s Facebook page is a useful source of pictures and information, well worth a look. 

Although the greatly reduced amount of freight traffic from overseas reduces the risk of 
Asian hornet incursions, we should continue to be alert for their presence in and around 
our apiaries and gardens and in the wider environment. We cannot yet be certain that we 
have had no overwintering queens on mainland UK. Since any such queens will now be 
busy in their nests, monitoring traps now should be targeted at emerging workers and 
should, therefore, have protein-based baits such as small scraps of meat, fish or prawns on 
an open dish placed where it can be easily monitored. 

As the lockdown is gradually relaxed and we venture further afield we should maintain our 
vigilance for hornets and nests, remembering to look up – secondary nests are frequently 
built in tall trees. It goes without saying that we should check regularly our own sheds, 
porches, garages, carports, house eaves, and stacks of old hive boxes, etc. Don’t forget…... 
See it, Snap it, Send it! Non-Native Species Secretariat http://www.nonnativespecies.org. 

If you think you see an Asian hornet or nest be sure to report it immediately, preferably 
with a photo, via the Asian Hornet Watch app, downloadable for smartphones, or email 
details to: alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk and please let me know. 
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The BBKA has launched an interactive map on its website giving the locations, names and 
contact details of AHAT members across the country. This works in the same way as the 
Swarm Map and is drawing data in real time from the information in the eR2 database. 
Anyone requiring help or advice about a suspected sighting simply enters their postcode 
and the relevant section of the map comes up showing coloured pins: blue for the co-
ordinator, red for verifiers.  

 
Clicking on the pin gives the name and contact details. NBKA makes a good showing with 
10 members visible: you will find the map via the Asian Hornet tab on the BBKA website. 
However, BBKA is now recommending 15 members per team as a desirable unit, 
consequently I am looking for more volunteers from all areas of the County. The role of 
an Asian Hornet Team verifier is to respond to reports of possible sightings from members 
of the public, either directly or from me as Co-ordinator, and to liaise with local teams and 
national agencies in any subsequent track-and-trace operations. In order for AHT Verifiers 
to obtain BBKA members’ insurance to cover them and the general public in the course of 
responding to and dealing with sightings, they are required to complete a training exercise, 
also open to all members, and which is available via this link 
https://www.bbka.org.uk/asian-hornet-action-team-map. 

If you would like to be involved in the NBKA Asian Hornet Team please contact me at 
pennyforsyth16@gmail.com. 

Finally, to end on a tentatively positive note, there is a very interesting and optimistic 
article in the June issue of BBKA News about the varying success the Asian hornet has had 
in establishing itself in different geographical regions across Europe and the implications 
for the UK: well worth a read.  
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Meet the Council: Alec Thomson 
Association President, Alec Thomson, describes his beekeeping journey 

I grew up in a rural village in South Warwickshire called Kineton and completed my 
secondary education at King Edward VI Grammar School, Stratford-upon-Avon. 
I studied for my degree in Environmental Sciences at Salford University, a course tailored 
towards the profession of Public Health Inspector.  

On achieving my degree in 1972 I joined Coventry City Council and worked for three years 
as a Pollution Control Officer (who can remember those lethal pea-souper fogs of the last 
century).  

In 1975 love brought me to Nottingham and for the next 35 years I worked in various 
guises as an Environmental Health Officer for the City Council, eventually specializing and 
managing the City Council’s health and safety teams. I took early retirement in 2009 during 
a period of restructuring within the Council with no regrets! 

Throughout my life I have had many interests ranging from playing amateur football and 
administration (I became Chairman and then President of the Nottinghamshire Football 
Association), horse racing (remember gambling only pays when you are winning), bird 
watching, reading (particularly Scott, Trollope and Zola), rock music (Jefferson Airplane to 
Led Zeppelin) and gardening.  

It was one of those eureka moments on my allotment plot when the thought of bees and 
beekeeping became embedded in my mind, resulting in my attending an introductory 
course run for NBKA by Glynn Flowerdew and Bob Logan. And thus the hobby began which 
now – according to my wife Ann – has become an obsession. 

During the subsequent decade my interest has not waned, and I now manage 20+ national 
colonies at several locations across the County. Initially I set myself a target and in 2017  
I attained the status of Master Beekeeper after successfully completing both the 
theoretical and practical examinations of the BBKA.  

During this period, I have helped with the funding, management and development of the 
Woodthorpe training apiary along with Bob Logan. As a consequence I have developed 
friendships with many beekeepers with whom I would probably not otherwise have 
become acquainted. 

As President of NBKA Council I would earnestly encourage everyone who manages colonies 
whether it be 1 or 40 to continue to increase their knowledge by whichever means suits 
them.  
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Written exams are a great way to improve theory and module groups are a fantastic way 
to share experiences – however they are not everyone’s cup of tea. I have a view that 
anyone who has kept several colonies for a few years ought to aspire to the practical 
examinations offered by the BBKA, especially the General Husbandry exam which is about 
all aspects of beekeeping that we do throughout the year.  

One exam I thoroughly enjoyed preparing for was the microscopy practical and I still 
continue using the knowledge I gained by identifying pollen brought into my hives – really 
fascinating! 

 
 

I believe that it is incumbent on Council and our regional groups to continue to promote 
learning by all available means as this has got to be the way forward to overcome the 
perception – which is held in some influential quarters – that the majority of beekeepers 
are well intentioned but that is all.  
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Getting more in tune with our bees 
Mick Flower hopes to prompt debate with his musings on natural beekeeping 

May I start with an apology? I am reasonably confident that what I’m going to write about 
will not sit easily with lots of NBKA members. I am not looking to cause conflict within our 
Association but would welcome an opportunity to initiate some discussion and share some 
potentially different ideas. I won’t be offended if you choose to ignore what follows… 

Honey bees have been in existence for millions of years, yet we still adhere rigidly to a 
method of beekeeping that was patented by Langstroth in 1852. The BBKA and our 
Association focus almost exclusively on conventional beekeeping where success is 
measured by the amount of honey extracted and the ability to stop bees swarming.  
I am becoming increasingly aware of possible alternatives – added to which, I really enjoy 
collecting swarms! 

My beekeeping journey started in Turkey where they generally use single brood boxes 
containing 12 frames. They tend not to super but you do come across double brood boxes 
where the nectar flow is particularly good. Interestingly I picked up what may be 
considered some bad habits while beekeeping in Turkey. The Turks are brilliant at adapting 
and recycling and take a very pragmatic view when it comes to beekeeping. I now use 
sacks in place of crown boards, an old screwdriver as a hive tool and wear a six quid 
Turkish smock. I also build my own hives out of pallets.  

Two things have prompted me to put pen to paper. Firstly, in May’s Beemaster Griff Dixon 
suggested that we might develop a ‘Bees for Business’ section within the Association. 
There have also been two recent articles in BBKA News. One concerned Warré hives, the 
other Top Bar hives; both presented as a more natural approach to beekeeping. It was 
suggested in one of the BBKA articles that, if we practised top bar beekeeping, we should 
be spreading the word. So here goes…! 

My starting point as a beekeeper was that I wanted bees in my garden for the sheer 
pleasure of having them there. Furthermore, if they were prepared to share a little of their 
honey with me, then all well and good.  When it came to seeking more formalised training 
all that was available was conventional beekeeping courses on National hives. That was 
where I started seven or eight years ago. 

I am very grateful for the training I received from within our Association and would 
recommend anyone starting out as a new beekeeper to take the Basic Certificate. But I 
have increasingly become concerned with beekeepers endeavouring to maximise their 
honey crops, breed out less desirable traits and chemically treat disease and parasites. 
Maybe we need to accept that bees have a natural ability to sort out these ‘problems’ for 
themselves, and perhaps we, the beekeepers, should reduce the amount of stress our 
interference puts them under. Our well-intentioned interventions may well be increasing 
the problem for bees by, for example, breeding chemically resistant varroa mites! 

My final issue is with the cost of beekeeping in the UK. As a pensioner I cannot justify 
paying well in excess of £400 for a hive. Even buying flat pack, when you’ve added in a suit, 
smoker, queen excluder, hive tool, viable nucleus of local bees, you are looking at over 
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£700 just to get started. You then have to invest a huge amount of time making up frames 
and inserting foundation. Bees don’t need frames or foundation. They will quite happily 
build comb under the top bars that you provide for them! 

So how have these developing thoughts and concerns affected my personal approach to 
beekeeping? 

I’ve built two Kenyan Top Bar hives that are in permanent use, one in my own garden. 
Bob Logan and I built a third Kenyan Top Bar hive with a view to establishing it in the 
Woodthorpe apiary. COVID-19 has put that on hold but Bob still seems happy to “give it a 
go.” I’ve also built two Warré hives, one of which is doing particularly well and is about to 
be moved to the roof of the Park Plaza hotel in Nottingham. 

 
Despite what I have said earlier regarding the unnecessary use of frames, my latest 
venture is a hybrid hive that functions as a top bar hive but has the convenience of frames. 
I’ve incorporated a Warré-style quilt for insulation and will soon be installing a swarm that 
I collected. The bees are currently in a homemade nuc on 14x12 frames. It is very much an 
experiment but I now have a hive that will expand or contract to the bees’ needs. All it has 
cost me is the price of twenty frames plus my time to build the hive. 

I have written this article in an attempt to open a new channel of communication, and 
possibly education, within our Association. If we are to consider having a ‘Bees for 
Business’ group, then we perhaps ought to consider having a sub-section called  
‘Nottsbees – Naturally’. I suspect this may not work as a group name but you get the idea! 

I would love to say, “Join me at the Lord Nelson for a pint and an opportunity to shoot me 
down in flames,” but sadly this is not possible under current lockdown. The best I can offer 
is that you post me a message on my Facebook page and I will do my best to respond. 
In the meantime keep yourselves safe and carry on beekeeping!  
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The empty hive 
Alan Moulton receives some welcome visitors 

When I moved my bees from home to the out apiary I left an empty WBC hive in front of 
my honey house, at the bottom of the garden, as a reminder. That was some 3 to 4 years  
ago. 

Just this last week (at the beginning of June) during the rain and drop in temperature a 
passing swarm has taken up residence. Very active, bringing in light brown pollen, but the 
most noticeable feature of the activity for me on looking at the hive entrance is that a 
group of housekeeper bees are clearing up the interior and ejecting the grubs of the wax 
moth onto the landing board – not just pushing them out but flying off with them, maybe 
to a burial ground. The infestation must have been since we had a mild winter with no 
frost to kill them off. 

 
For the last week it has been dull with temperatures not exceeding 14 degrees C, but even 
so the pollen is being collected. Nice to have activity and be back in the natural world… but 
don't tell the neighbours! 

It is said that a swarm in May is worth a load of hay and a swarm in June is worth a silver 
spoon. As this one was on the 4th of June, it’s probably worth a bigger silver spoon than 
normal!  

As a child in Cheshire I remember my father selling a load of hay, and I never understood 
the value, indeed, not even now since it is all in big round bales! 
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In the news 
Stuart Humphreys is pleased to see ground-breaking local research make national news 

Whilst listening to Radio 4’s Today programme on 16 June it was a nice surprise, amidst all 
the general doom and gloom, to hear a feature highlighting the results of honeybee 
research by Nottingham Trent University. 

Dr Martin Bencsik, lead researcher and a scientist in the University’s School of Science and 
Technology, was interviewed. He had led a study that shed new light on how honeybees, in 
particular queens, communicate in the hive. 

We are probably all familiar with the ‘piping’ noises made by queens when there are 
queen cells in the hive: ‘tooting’ and ‘quacking’. (I remember spending a couple of hours a 
few summers ago with my ear up to a hive, listening intently to this phenomenon.)  

Essentially, the research suggests that piping plays an important role not only in preventing 
conflict but also in controlling swarming behaviour. Apparently, the queen toots to inform 
the worker bees that they have a fertile and mobile queen and that they must protect her 
from her potential rivals (virgin queens in their capped cells). When the queen swarms 
with half the colony, the tooting stops, of course, and the workers use this as the cue to 
release a virgin queen, who stops quacking and starts tooting. Further, when the quacking 
stops completely, the colony knows that there are no virgin queens left and the honeybees 
must not swarm again or they will be left without a queen. 

The research is available on Nottingham Trent University’s website via the following link.  
It includes an audio file of bees tooting and quacking which is really quite impressive. 
https://www.ntu.ac.uk/about-us/news/news-articles/2020/06/queen-bees-toot-to-instruct-colony-to-keep-them-safe 

The full paper, for the scientifically-minded, is available on the Nature.com website: 
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-020-66115-5 
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Recipe of the month: Strawberries with Port 
Courtesy of Linda Jordan 

Serves 4  

Ingredients: Method: 

1lb (450g) strawberries 

2 fl oz (50ml) port wine (or red wine) 

2 tbsp (30 ml) honey (clear & light) 

 

 

1. Remove the stalks from the 
strawberries. Put a quarter of them in a 
bowl and mash until pulpy. 

2. Add the wine and honey and mix well 
with a fork. 

3. Put in refrigerator to chill. 
4. Divide the rest of the strawberries into 

four bowls and spoon the sauce over 
the top. 

5. Serve with cream, ice cream or yoghurt. 
6. Could also be made with raspberries. 

  
 

Advertisements 
Compak 

Distributors of Glass and Plastic Containers 
and Closures 

 
Suppliers of British Made Quality Honey 

Jars and Lids. 
We have an extensive range of quality 

containers and closures.  You will find our 
prices competitive, our delivery options 
flexible and our service professional. 

 
To receive more information or a price list, 

please call the number below. 
 

3 Ashmead Road, KEYNSHAM, Bristol BS31 
1SX 

Tel: 01179 863 550 
Fax: 01179 869 162 

Email: sales@compaksouth.co.uk 

EXTRACTORS 
Members may borrow the NBKA extractors - 4-frame, 
hand driven kept at Brackenhurst and hired from 
Maurice Jordan. An electric one (with settling tank) is 
held by Glenis Swift 0115 9538617. The EasyBee 
extractor which is useful for extracting frames that 
hold honey that has granulated is held by Frank 
Chambers in Calverton (0115 965 2128). 

 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
NBKA accepts no responsibility for advertisements 
appearing in this newsletter.  Please mention 
BEEMASTER when replying to advertisements. 
 
ADVERTISEMENT RATES 
Advertisements free to paid-up members but 10p 
per word – minimum charge £1 to non-members.  
Circulation approx 300 throughout the UK and 
abroad.   
Short adverts may be paid for in First and Second 
Class postage stamps which should be sent directly 
to the Editor.  Cheques should be made out to NBKA 
and sent to the Treasurer.      
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Beekeeping has many different challenges and this year is no different, except it us and not the bees in danger this 
time. 
Bees are unaffected but we Beekeepers have to take great care when going to and handling our bees, collecting 
equipment, as well as the recommended distance between other people. 

 
During the COVID 19 Virus crisis, The Honey Pot at Canal Street is open by appointment only to customers wanting 
Beekeeping Equipment and Honey etc. See our web site www.thehoneypot.store for up to date information. 
 
BEEKEEPING MUST GO  ON  Whilst we are closed to the casual caller, you can arrange a weekday and a time to suit 
and meet you there individually maintaining our social distance. 
 
CONTACT   By email or send a message from the new web site. 
 
CASH and CARRY BEEKEEPING EQUIPMENT  2020 - 2021 Price list available, major cards accepted,   
 
THORNE'S AGENT   Stocking most of the popular items you need, the other items by order. 

   
Frames and Foundation     Spare Frames                Honey Jars and Lids             Bee Suits and Jackets 
The Honey Pot                                                        
Unit 73, Trent Business Centre, Canal Street, Long Eaton, Nottingham, NG10 4HN,    www.thehoneypot.store      
email: info@localhoney.co.uk.   Also on Twitter and Facebook 
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